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 NEWS! 
 
It is with a deep sadness that I report the 
passing of one of our great friends and 
fellow Maverick.  George Dempsey was an 
active member being wagonmaster several 
times including one of the most memorable.  
The Dempsey’s and Ellen’s escorted us on 
the rolling rally to Texas in 2008 and took 
us to places we will never forget.   

Mary and I will also never forget spending 
time with George and Kathy on their boat at 
Lake Pend Oreille just last summer.   

 
George & Kathy at Texas 2008 

George we will never forget you either! 

Kathy our thoughts and prayers are with you 
during this sorrow.  

RALLY 2009 
 

 

 

It took a lot of work to have the kind of 
success we enjoyed at this rally.  It wasn’t 
work from just a few but from all of us.  But 
I honestly don’t believe it would have been 
the success it was with any other Rally 
Wagonmasters than Arnie and Emily Burr.  
Our thanks to you for all the work and 
planning, lack of sleep, worry, and 
everything else you went through.   

From the bottom of our hearts – Thank You! 

 
Emily won at BINGO! 

Everyone knows how much our President 
Kay and husband Jon put into this event too.  
They hosted a mini pre-rally and were 
wagonmasters for the Mavericks.  We all 
appreciate and thank them for their work as 
well.  

 

Again every Maverick receives thanks for 
their part in this massive undertaking for the 
smallest chapter of the Alfa Users Group.  
The tasks ranged from development and 
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printing all the material for the rally, 
registration, parking, transportation, 
breakfast and cleanup duties.  Praise and 
thanks go to all Mavericks attending for 
their dedication and steady work.  

THANKS  MAVERICKS!  

As we recognize the Mavericks for their 
efforts we would be amiss not to thank the 
other chapters too.  The Wranglers helped 
with setup in the clubhouse, the book sale 
and more.  Carolyn Houston did the sewing 
of patches, The Roadrunners organized and 
put on the Pet Parade and many others 
helped too.  Thanks! 

 

Many didn’t expect what we found in 
Bakersfield.  The weather was near perfect.  
Arnie has repeatedly said it “never rains in 
Bakersfield” but if you attended the outing 
in March you know that was not accurate.  
Well it wasn’t quit right for the rally either.  
We did have one evening and night of rain.  
But that’s OK Arnie; the rest of the weather 
was near perfect – not too hot in the day and 
not too cool at night.   

The Bakersfield 
RV Resort is a 
wonderful place 
for RVers.  The 
owners and staff 
did everything in 
their powers to 
make our Rally 
successful.  
Connie was our 
primary liaison, but any staff member we 
asked for help responded.   

 

The Crest Bar & Grill is the RV Resort’s 
restaurant and wow, was it good.  I think I 
ate there almost every day when we were at 
the Resort.  Great food!  Peter is the 
restaurant manager and Dan is the Head 
Chef.   Not only did they keep the restaurant 
running smooth but they provided the Rally 
meals, morning coffee, a pancake breakfast, 
the Ladies Luncheon and several meals for 
different Chapters.  Great job and thanks! 

 
Peter on left – Dan on right 

Now you may have heard that we had a 
couple electrical brown outs or failures.  
That is true but PG&E was located less than 
a mile away and quickly responded.  It was 
determined by PG&E that they did not have 
a large enough transformer to handle the 
Resort when it is full capacity – which by 
the way it was.  PG&E took full blame on 
the fact the transformer was not adequate 
since they engineered the system.  The 
Resort is less than 2 years old and this is the 
first time it has been full with all or most 
rigs using 50 amp service. But for every 
negative there is a positive.  We had been 
told by service technicians that we should 
run our generators under load a couple times 
a year.  So we cranked them babies up and 
turned on the AC.   
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MAVERICK 
ATTENDEES 

 
The following members were able to enjoy 
the Bakersfield outing: 

Doug & Mary Barr 

Lou & Chris Bono ** 

Arnie & Emily Burr 

Ken & Ellen Hall *** 

Bill & Anita Herrick 

Barney & Mary Lou Jackson 

Jon & Kay Keith 

John & Marllo May 

Chris & Shana McGuire * 

Mark & Margaret McGuire ** 

Jim & Judy McMurry 

John & Cindy Phillips ** 

Ben & Trish Pugh 

Jack & Jane Stanley 

Rick & Pat Townley 

Jake & Margaret VanDuyn 

Lynn & Carlene Westbrook 

Raymond & Barbara Westbrook 

* Denotes new Maverick members 

** Denotes first timers  

*** Also members of Sunseekers 

PRE RALLY TIME 
�

Jon and Kay Keith were the Wagonmasters 
for the Pre Rally as well as the Mavericks 
Wagonmasters for the National Rally 

Many of us arrived at the Bakersfield RV 
Resort on Sunday in order to have things 
ready for the Wednesday opening of the 
Rally.  Sunday evening we enjoyed a “Build 
your own Burger” meal catered by the Crest.  
GOOD! 

Jon & Kay had goodies for us in the 
morning  

We all ran around, helped when and where 
we could and we were 
ready for the Rally to 
begin on Wednesday 
April 29th.   

We set up tables and 
chairs as well as 
finished the welcome 
bags.  On Monday 
evening we had a potluck dinner and 
finished off the BBQ from Sunday night. 

We had some early registrations on Tuesday 
as well as the NBD Pre Rally meeting.  

 

 

  

RALLY TIME 
 

We started Wednesday with coffee in the 
club house then went to work.  The parking 
crew was at it early under the superb 
command of Rick Townley.  All went well 
and easy.  
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We 
completed 
registration 
activities and 
were ready 
for happy 
hour by 5 
pm.  At 5:30 
we had one 
of the best openings of any Rally I have ever 
attended.  It will long remain in my memory 
and thoughts.   

 

The presentation of the Colors was by the 
Bakersfield chapter of the Sons of the 
American Revolution.  Impressive! 

The Pledge of Allegiance by the entire User 
Group was followed by the benediction by 
Jake Van Duyn of the Mavericks. We were 
welcomed to Bakersfield by Mayor Harvey 
Hall and Rally Master Arnie Burr.  This was 
followed by another great meal catered by 
the Crest.   

 

 

 

 

After dinner we were entertained by Jim 
Robinson the “One Man Band”  

 

Thursday, Saturday, Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday we had coffee, donuts, bagels, 
fruit and coffee in the clubhouse.  All were 
tasty.   

 

Thursday morning the 
used book sale handled by 
the Wranglers opened.  
Many donated books and 
the proceeds of more than 
$150 went to The Red 
Cross.    
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Thursday from 9 – 10:30 Bruce Mitchell 
gave opening remarks and a briefing on the 
status of the National Board.  

11 – 11:30 was a presentation by Mike 
Legge of Mike’s Mobile RV care.  

 

 

From 1 – 1:30 we 
enjoyed a Cheese 
Cake Social hosted 
by Paul Hanscom 
of Hanscom 
Enterprises, 
producers of 5th 
wheel stabilizers.    

 

There were craft classes in the upstairs 
clubhouse where the participants made 
necklaces.  Keith Shomaker of Redlands 
Truck & Service gave a presentation in the 
main clubhouse.  

 

This was followed by a presentation from 
Drainmaster.   

Thursday evening was set aside for Chapter 
dinners.  The Mavericks enjoyed a Basque 
dinner at the Wool Growers of Bakersfield.   

Friday started off with a full breakfast 
hosted by Alfateers.  We then had a question 
and answer session from Jon Goldstein and 
Martin Miranda of Alfateers.   

 

With all this activity going on in a fairly 
large RV Resort, the Mavericks and RV 
Resort staff were kept busy transporting 
guests back and forth from their coaches to 
the club house.   

 

At noon the ladies had a luncheon at the 
clubhouse.  The guest speaker was from the 
Bakersfield Police Department.  We send 
thanks to Police Chief Bill Rector for 
sending such a 
qualified speaker 
to discuss 
women’s safety 
issues.  Great job 
– Sandy Morris.  
I was told the 
ladies truly 
enjoyed her and 
will benefit from 
her advice.  

A family member of Kay Keith brought 
quilts for display too.   
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Leland Davis 
from the Kern 
County Fire 
Department gave 
a great 
presentation on 
fire safety. He 
discussed fires in 
our homes and 
RV’s as well as 

fire extinguishers.  I learned that the 
extinguishers we have in our home and MH 
are not only the best to have but are years 
out of date.  We then had some ‘hands on’ 
fire fighting demonstrations.  

 

Friday evening was fun at the Crystal Palace 
(aka Buck Owens) for dinner and some 
country music.   

 

The meal was great and plentiful.  After 
dinner Buddy Owens and the Buckaroos 
performed.  

 

 

  
There was some time for dancing too! 

 
There are just too many pictures to put in the 
newsletter.  Take a look at the slide shows 
on our website for more.   
 
Saturday we were privileged to have as a 
guest speaker, Mark from the local FBI 
office.  Of course we have pictures of Mark 
but for his security and future job 
assignments this last name and pictures are 
withheld.   
 
Mark talked on Homeland Security, 
terrorism and what we can do to help them 
keep our Nation safe.    He gave examples of 
many minor reports received over a several 
month period that in of themselves could be 
dismissed as criminal or unusual activities.  
But they all tied to a major local terrorist act.  
He gave us all a lot to think on and be aware 
of.   
 
The book sale and a craft sale were held, and 
then the afternoon was open for rest or 
visiting Bakersfield.  
 
Sunday morning started with great pancake 
breakfast hosted by the RV Resort. 
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A short line for pancakes. 

 
The afternoon was spent at the Kern County 
Museum & Black Gold Oil Exhibit followed 
by a BBQ dinner catered by the Kiwanis 
Club of Westchester.  It was a great tri-tip 
sandwich and more.  Again I have many 
pictures that will be on the website in one of 
the slideshow presentations.   

 
 

 
 

 
A memorial to Arnie Burr’s family – early 

founders in the Bakersfield area. 

 
A sample of the many restored homes at the museum.  

 
 

 
Don & Susan Fowler, new Mavericks who helped 

organize the meal at the museum.   
We returned the RV Resort and enjoyed an 
ice cream social in the clubhouse hosted by 
AK Washing Service.  
  
Afterwards we played BINGO with $750 in 
prize money.  I think everyone there enjoyed 
this, especially the winners.  
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Monday was golf day for the golfers.  We 
had a meeting the previous day to give golf 
goodies to each player and to have a 
drawing for the Sun Mountain golf bag 
donated by Delta Truck Center, a 
Freightliner dealer in Stockton.  And the 
winner is 

 
Dick Hostetler – Wrangler 

The golf and course was great.  I think we 
all had a good time.  The winners are: 
Team: Lou & Chris Bono, Jon Keith and 
Bill Weaver. 
Long Drive men’s – Lou Bono 
Long Drive ladies’- Anita Herrick 

 

 
Jon Keith set up the golf tournament. 

 
From 10 – noon there was a cooking class 
from a local business – Urners.  The ladies 
all enjoyed the presentation and the recipes.  
There was a second class in the afternoon 
for those who could not attend in the 
morning,   
 
Pressure Pro held a tire seminar in the 
clubhouse from 2 – 3 pm.  They held a Q & 
A session and talked about their product.    
 
We had a wine and cheese party with wines 
donated by Bakersfield RV Resort, Trader 
Joe’s and McCormack Williamson – 
Acampo Winery.  We had some very nice 
wines and many positive comments.  
Acampo Winery donated a very unique wine 
– Dancing Coyote.   
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We all enjoyed hearty hors d’oeuvres 
afterwards.   
 
Thanks to the Roadrunners there was a pet 
parade.  As always the pet’s enjoyed 
showing off their talents and costumes.  
Very Nice! Thanks Roadrunners! 

 
 

 
 

 
There was bowling for the bowlers at 
Southwest Lanes.  Again this was an event 
where we asked for help and the Wranglers 
stepped up and took care of the details.  
Thanks Wranglers! 
 
There was an Alfa See Yas meeting for 
those who belong to that chapter of FMCA.  
 
We had a Happy Hour in the Clubhouse 
(BYOB) followed by the closing dinner, 
prizes and the Chapter Baskets.  Again there 
are many more pictures that will be on the 
website.  
 

 

Wednesday morning was our final coffee 
and donuts in the clubhouse and farewell to 
all.  The Mavericks appreciate your 
attendance and hope you enjoyed it as much 
as we enjoyed hosting.  Yes, it was a lot of 
work and I am sure Arnie and Emily had it 
pretty tough at times, but we did have fun  
too.  
 

Vendors & Contributors 
It is important to recognize the vendors and 
businesses that donated to our rally. Without 
them it would not have been as successful as 
what we have been told.   

Please remember these businesses by using 
their services and buying their products.  

RESTAURANTS:  

B.J’s 

Chili’s 

The Crest Bar & Grill  

The Elephant Bar 

Famous Dave’s 

Mexicali Restaurant in Bakersfield 

P.F. Changs 

Tahoe Joe’s 

Red Lobster 

OTHER STORES: 

Acampo Winery (Dancing Coyote Wine) 

Albertson’s (bottled Water) 

Trader Joe’s (Wine)  
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RV SERVICES: 

Adventure Caravans 

AK Washing Service - Gus 

Alfateers – Jon Goldstein  

Camping World  

Drain Master – Doug Schwartz 

Delta Truck Service – Kevin Poirier 
(Freightliner dealers from Central Calif.) 

Hanscom Enterprises – Paul Hanscom (5th 
wheel stabilizers)  

Mikes Mobile RV Service 

Pressure Pro – Larry Heppler 

Redlands Truck & RV – Keith Shomaker 

RV America Insurance – Hal Williams 

RV Roofing Solutions – Scott 

RV Sunshades – Bob & Mary Jones 

Three Way Chevrolet – Bakersfield 

Weight It – Stacy Frank 

 
 Mike 

 
Gus 

 

Jerry 

 

Hal Williams & Associate 

 

The Franks 

 

Keith 

 

Larry 

 

 

Scott 
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Meeting 
A general membership meeting was held 
Thursday afternoon followed by a dinner at 
the Woolgrowers, a Basque restaurant.   
President Kay Keith chaired the meeting and 
all attendees were present.    

 
Jane - Kay - Mary 

The major discussion was regarding changes 
to the Mavericks’ By-Laws.  They were 
unanimously approved as printed in the 
March newsletter.  The By-Law changes 
were to take effect at the conclusion of the 
2009 Rally.  For details see the By-Law tab 
on our website.  

Kay Keith appointed a nomination 
committee to seek applicants for the elected 
positions in the club and to be voted on at 
our Pismo outing.   

The meeting was adjourned and no 
Kangaroo Court held. 

NEW MEMBERS 
 

The Alfa Mavericks would like to welcome 
the following new members: 

Ed & Helen Burrows – Agoura Hills, CA 

Chris & Shana McGuire –Oro Valley, AZ 

Tom & Deidra Whear – Gardnerville, NV 

Jack & Lucille Wickson–Frazier Park,CA 

SUNSHINE REPORT 
 
Mickey Dosier: 
I received an e-mail from Mickey’s son 
while at the rally.  He advised that Mickey 

had open heart surgery and will be 
recovering at the son’s home in Lodi.   
We wish you a speedy recovery and look 
forward to seeing you at the next event.   
 
Pat Brown: 
Pat was scheduled for another round of 
Chemo Therapy during the time of the rally.  
Hence, they were unable to attend.  I have 
received no new information from her.   
 

NEXT RALLY 
 

The South Loafers will be hosting the 2010 
Rally in Tucson, AZ.  Stay tuned for dates 
and information as it gets closer  

 

NEXT OUTING 
 

PISMO BEACH 2009 

The Fall Pismo Beach outing will be 
September 27 to October 2, 2009.  This is 
arriving on Sunday and departing on Friday.  
It will be at the Pismo Coast Village with 
the Townley’s as Wagonmasters and the 
Barr’s as Co-wagonmasters.    

 

 

Quartzsite 2010 

I have not heard if there is going to be a 
Quartzsite outing.  Anyone interested in 
Wagonmaster for this annual outing 
should contact VP Jack Stanley.  It 
would be a shame to miss this after so 
many years of going in January.   
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Jackson Rancheria 

We will have an outing at the Jackson 
Rancheria May 23 to 28, 2010.  Jack and 
Jane Stanley will be wagonmasters, John 
and Marllo May Co-wagonmasters.  This 
should be a nice outing – a new place for 
many of us and everyone who has been there 
says the RV park is great.  I am looking 
forward to it 

Diesel Engine Changes 

At Rally 2009 there was talk about after 
burner requirements for all diesel 
engines sometime in the future.  I was 
told by Delta Truck that the 
requirements for heavy trucks in Calif. 
are close as they have been offered on 
new trucks for 2 years. Old trucks must 
be retro-fitted and the cost is huge.  They 
indicated this is not a Calif. law but 
National requirements.  They didn’t 
know when the requirements were for 
MH.  

I have researched the Air Resources 
Board’s website for what seems like 
hours.  What I have determined so far is 
that they do not want to disseminate 
information easily.  It is very confusing 
and/or I do not possess the intellect to 
decipher their website or the rules.  

I have phoned their help number and 
received a voice mail box.  I have not 
received a call back.   

As near as I can determine the California 
laws are based upon a National rule 
called the Federal Clean Air Act.  It also 
seems that California has taken it a step 
beyond, which is not unusual.   

http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/onrdiesel/
documents.htm 

I did glean the following lines from 
within this site.  

“Private utility – owned vehicles are 
subject to the regulation beginning 
1/1/2021.” 

In another location: 

“The regulation also has a number of 
provisions or delays for low use 
vehicles, agriculture vehicles, motor 
coaches, certain unique vehicles ….” 

(There was lots of wordage defining low 
mileage and it ranged from 5K – 15 K 
annually.)   

“However by 1/1/2023 all diesel engines 
must meet the 2010 new engine emission 
standards.” 

It was not clear if we must ever retro our 
engines.  I found nothing on light pick 
ups but know that new Fords have the 
after burners now.  At any rate if it is 
2023, I don’t see much to concern 
ourselves with. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


